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Understanding Social Control
“Understanding social control" by Martin Inner is a book that presents various themes. One of the main themes presented in the book is the theme of collective control. The book presents some of the cultures in the society that leads to social control. Mores are explained to be moral commands that are acknowledged by every individual in the community. The organization that we live in embraces the concept of monitoring activities that individuals do every day collectively (Inner 3). The use of mores is significant in ensuring that the cultural beliefs in the society are followed and obeyed, for example describing taboos like adultery, which provides that people do not engage in the act. Also, codified laws are used to ensure that the government enhances the collective behavior of people in society. The present of codified laws ensures that the whole community is aware of what is expected of them and the punishment that is linked to the lack of obedience to the regulations. The use of standard control helps people in society to understand deviance. Deviance occurs when individuals do not follow various cultural, social, and contextual norms in the community. One of the primary forms of deviance is a crime. The theme of collective control helps in understanding the criminal activities performed by people because society becomes aware of what is expected of them. When there is joint control in society, criminal acts like sexual assault and murder are well understood by people as the social norms and culture do not allow illegal activities (Inner 7). Therefore, the presence of collective control in the community helps people to understand deviant behaviors.
In chapter one, the author argues that the trend that aims at enhancing social control is detectable, pointing at the bifurcation of crimes. Also, the author provides that the groups that are politically and economically marginalized people are controlled by the use of methods that influences their exclusion (Inner 11). The use of social control has been used to argue the deviant behavior is not presented in society to different people in similar ways. However, collective control has been used by the community to ensure that crime is presented as a threat to the security of people. The author has given the use of strategies like natural surveillance as a positive way of enhancing collective control to enhance the understanding of people on deviance. In chapter two, the author presents the origin of social control. The argument suggests that collective control was developed from the presence of many problems in society linked to crimes (Inner 16). However, the author also suggests that deviant behaviors were influenced by the presence of common control in the community. The collective control in society is presented to be also used to prevent abnormal behaviors in society. In chapter three, the author argues that the social control concept has changed over time. The presence of technology in the modern era has influenced the changes in common control (Inner 17). People's social lives have changed through the influence of media platforms, which have led to collective control problems. People are influenced by different cultural concepts from various parts of the world. 
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